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Article I ~ Name: 
The name of the association shall be the Southern Massachusetts Umpires Association. 

Article II ~ Object: 
The object of the association shall be: 

Section 1. To promote within the umpiring association the highest type of professional practices, and ethics. 

2. To unite in the membership of this association, all fully qualified baseball officials. 

3. To help develop among all baseball officials, a thorough understanding of the rules of the game, 
as adopted by Major League Baseball, & The Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association. 

4. To surround the game of baseball with the proper safeguards, and to aid, and assist with the spirit 
of sportsmanship, honesty, and fair play. 

5. To be responsible for the development, and proper handling of baseball games in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

6. To promote the professional, and social welfare of the members of the Southern Massachusetts 
Umpires Association. 

New Section 1 To establish within this association the highest Standards and Ethics for Umpiring 
Baseball. 

New Section 2 Develop amongst the membership of this association, a complete understanding of the 
rules and mechanics of umpiring baseball, so as all games officiated by our members be of the highest 
standards possible, thus ensuring a uniformed standard of safe and proper handling of each and every 
game of baseball. 

Article III ~ Membership: 

1 A . A n y person of good character, interested in officiating, and the development of baseball 
officiating, is eligible for Adult Membership, i f said candidate has attained the age of eighteen 
(18), by the first o f A p r i l , of the year they plan to enroll in the clinic, and have been out o f high 
school for a period o f one (1) year. Candidate for membership shall file their intentions, an 
application with the secretary at a designated time, and place. A non-refundable fee of Ninety 
($90.00) dollars as established by the Board of Directors shall be paid by check, or money order. 
N o cash should be accepted. v&um includes Twenty ($20.00) dolfaY clinic fee, Twenty-five 
($25.00) dollars exam fee, and Forty-five ($45.00) dollars balance toward first year dues, must 
accompany each application, and must be paid to the treasurer. 

I B . For Junior membership i f said candidate has shall have attained the age o f fifteen (15), by first of 
Apr i l o f the year they plan to enroll in the clinic and are enrolled in school. Candidate for junior 
membership shall file their intentions an application with the secretary at a designated time, and 
place. A non-refundable fee of Sixty ($60.00) dollars as established by the Board of Directors 
shall be paid by check, or money order. N o cash should be accepted. Which includes ten 
($10.00) dollar clinic fee, fifteen ($15.00) dollars exam fee, and Thirty-five ($35.00) dollars 



balance toward first years dues. Must accompany each application, and must be paid to the 
treasurer. 

2 Membership in the Southern Massachusetts Umpires Association shall be of four (4) levels. 
Active, Inactive, Junior and Honorary. 

To qualify for active membership: 

3 A Candidate shall have passed the M . B . U . A . written exam, and field clinic. 

3B Shall have served a probationary period of two (2) years, during which time they shall not 
umpire at the high school varsity, or junior Legion level. A waiver may be applied for, and 
issued by the Executive Board, for the purpose of working varsity games while on probation. 

3C/B A l l probationary umpires must umpire a minimum of ten (10) games in their first year and a 
minimum of five (5) games in their second year in the association. Said games must be assigned 
by an approved assignor of S . M . U . A . . assigning coordinator. A detailed report of the games shall 
be forward to the secretary of S M U A at season ends. 

3D/C A l l Junior members are exempt from their probationary period, until said Junior member has 
attained the age of eighteen (18), and has completed high school. 

To qualify for honorary membership, 

4 A person shall have rendered some distinguished service to the umpiring profession, or to the 
S . M . U . A . , and has served as an active member of this association for a minimum of 20 years of 
active service. Shall be elected to the Honorary membership status by a 2/3 vote of the existing 
quorum at a meeting o f the association. Honorary members are non- voting members o f the 
association, however may attend all meeting, and functions sponsored by the association. 

5 Only members in good standing shall be assigned games by this association. 

To qualify for Junior Membership: 

6 A Must attain the age of fifteen (15), by the first o f May, o f the year the Junior Candidate 
plans to umpire, and must be enrolled in public, private, or home school, or have proof of 
high school graduation. 

6B Must have a signed liability waiver from a parent or legal guardian, which includes proof 
of medical, and liability insurance coverage. 

6C Must attend the S . M . U . A . sponsored baseball umpires clinics, and pass the written exam, 
and attend a field clinic. 

6D Junior members are restricted to being base umpires, at the thirteen (13) year old level 
only, and they must work with an adult partner. If said partner does not attend the game, 
said game is postponed. A t no time is a junior umpire to be the lone umpire, or work with 
an unqualified person, in any level game. A wavier may be issued by the Executive 
board, that would allow certain experienced Junior umpires to be scheduled to work 
behind the plate. Said Junior member must have attained the age of sixteen (16), have 
documented prior umpiring experience and have their own plate umpire equipment. 



A l l other restriction still applies to any Junior member that has been issued a waiver. 

6E Junior members shall have voting rights, but may not run for any office of the S . M . U . A . 

To qualify for transfer membership: 

7 A A n y person that is a member of a sanctioned Massachusetts Baseball Umpires 
Association board, may request transfer to the S . M . U . A . , by submitting a letter of transfer 
and a letter o f recommendation from his/her prior board, to the Secretary o f the S . M . U . A . 
The letter of recommendation must state years of service, and your status in that 
association. Only members in good standing wi l l be allowed to transfer. 

7B Any person that is requesting transfer from either outside the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, or an association they are a member of is not a sanctioned M . B . U . A . 
association. May request a transfer to the S . M . U . A . , by submitting a letter of transfer and 
a letter of recommendation from his/her prior board, to the Secretary of the S . M . U . A . 
The letter of recommendation must state years of service, and your status in that 
association. Only members in good standing wi l l be allowed to transfer. Shall take and 
pass the M . B . U . A . written exam, attend a field clinic and pay all associated cost and fees. 

A l l transfers shall be submitted to the Board O f Directors. 

8 A l l members shall be subjected to an annual Massachusetts Sex Offenders Registry background 
check. Any member adjudged to be a Level 2 (moderate risk), or Level 3 (high risk) w i l l not be 
allowed to work any youth baseball games assigned by the S . M . U . A . 

Article IV ~ Officers & Committees: 

Section 1A The Executive officers of the association shall consist of a President, Vice-president, Secretary, 
Treasurer Assigning Coordinator and Rules Interpreter and the immediate Past President. 

I B The Rules Interpreter shall be appointed by the Executive Board. 

2 A The Board of directors o f this association shall consist o f eleven (11) Ten (10) members. 

2B Seven (1)1 Executive board members shall be the five (5 /Four(4 )elected officers and the 
immediate Past President. 

2C The Four (4)/6 remaining Board members shall be four/ five directors elected by the body at 
large. Two (2) of these shall be elected each odd year, and Three (3) each even year for a term of 
two (2) years, and be known as Directors . And the Rules Interpreter 

2D A majority vote in the affirmative shall be necessary for the board to favor any action. 

2E The Executive Board w i l l make any recommendation(s) to the body, by a motion duly made, 
seconded & and voted on. 

N ew Section 2F With each 50 new members added to the membership list (above 150) one new director w i l l be 
add to the Board of Directors. 
















